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26 March 2013 

Dear Mark        
 

The measles outbreak in the Swansea area 

 

At last week’s meeting, Members of the Children and Young People Committee 

raised serious concerns about the measles outbreak in the Swansea area, especially 

in view of recent reports that the number of new cases is doubling weekly. Members 

were also concerned about the number of children who have been hospitalised in 

this outbreak, and would appreciate your response to the following:- 

 

§ What urgent action has the Welsh Government taken, in partnership with 

Public Health Wales and Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board, 

(ABMU) to combat the outbreak? 

 

§ What lessons have been learned from previous measles outbreaks and how is 

the government using this information to prevent measles spreading across 

South Wales? 

 
§ There are vulnerable groups in the population including children under one 

year of age, pregnant women who have not had the infection or vaccines, 

cancer patients and those with a weakened immune system for whom the 

MMR vaccine is not appropriate. What is being done to protect these 

vulnerable groups against measles during the outbreak so that it cannot 

spread to them? 
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According to Public Health Wales, “the current pattern of cases and spread of illness 

indicates that this outbreak is likely to continue into the summer months and the 

risks to unvaccinated individuals will increase as more people become infected.” 

The only protection is the MMR vaccination:- 

 

§ Public Health Wales have been urging parents to make sure their children 

receive the MMR vaccination as cases in the Swansea area have grown. Could 

you please confirm what arrangements have been put in place with GP 

surgeries across the Swansea area to ensure parents of unvaccinated children 

who want their children to receive the MMR vaccine can access them 

immediately?  

 

§ Efforts to increase uptake focus on GPs providing parents with information 

and reassurance on the importance of vaccination. The outbreak started in 

November 2012. What success have they had in encouraging take-up and in 

reminding parents of the importance of keeping up to date with 

vaccinations?  

 

Public Health experts say that people most at risk of catching measles are children 

of school age who have not had two doses of MMR. They estimate that there are 

more than 8,500 school age children at risk of contracting measles in the ABMU 

area at present due to their MMR status. 

 

§ Can you please confirm that everything is being done to check the 

immunisation status of pupils in the area to ensure children get vaccinated 

on time and that some older children, who missed out when uptake was 

lower, have the chance to catch up?  

 

The outbreak is a reminder that the only protection against measles is to receive 

two doses of the MMR vaccine:-  

 

§ Can you outline what specific steps the Welsh Government is taking to 

improve immunisation coverage to prevent future measles outbreaks? 
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The broader issue of childhood vaccination 

 

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to “increase immunisation 

among children to eradicate the health problems caused by measles, mumps and 

rubella”. This will be measured by the number of children aged 2 years who have 

been immunised against MMR. The target is for 95 per cent of children to receive 

two doses of vaccine.   

 

The latest vaccination take-up figures show that uptake of the first dose of MMR 

vaccine is now 94% at two years of age. Uptake of the second MMR dose by the age 

of five increased to 90%. No Local Authority area achieved the target of 95% uptake 

(World Health Organisation (WHO) recommends coverage rate of 95% to ensure 

immunity and prevent outbreaks).  

 

§ The rate of immunisation is improving but not a single Welsh local authority 

is hitting the World Health Organisation’s recommendation of 95%. How 

confident are you that Local Health Boards will be able to deliver vaccination 

services to improve immunisation coverage and meet all requirements 

including the 95% target for both MMR doses?   

 

 
I would be grateful to receive your response as a matter of urgency, given the 
seriousness of the current situation.    
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Christine Chapman 
Chair 
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